Prevention and control of surgical infections.
Surveillance and control of hospital infections are two particularly important aspects of the surgical ward, and great activity is necessary in the identification and the elimination of the risk factors whenever possible. Today the rational use of antibiotics, in both the prevention and treatment of infections, should be used to avoid or limit nosocomial infections, and it is as important as the use of disinfectants. Cefotetan has been studied in different surgical specialties in prophylaxis and treatment of postoperative infections for its particularly broad spectrum of activity, covering both aerobic and anaerobic organisms, and for the very low incidence of side-effects. In general surgery, Cefotetan has proved able to reduce not only the occurrence of surgical wound infections, but also that of postoperative infections of the genitourinary system.